	[image: ]
	Reactivation of the Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa
Wednesday 24 March 2022, 
Time: 14h00-16h00 EAT (11h00-13h00 UTC)



We invite you to a meeting to deliberate on the reactivation of the Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa (ODINAFRICA) to support the development of the African regional node for Ocean Information Hub-OIH.  
Please register at the following Zoom link:
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jCXiqHlRRSGJ-cUUn4CYUQ
Simultaneous interpretation (English/French) will be available 
The Ocean Information Hub project seeks to improve discoverability and access to global oceans information, data and knowledge products for management and sustainable development.  This builds on the earlier phases of the ODINAFRICA project which focused on the establishment and strengthening of a pan African network of National Oceanographic Data and Information Centre (NODCs) as a mechanism for application of data, information and products in marine and coastal management in Africa. This included the provision of equipment and software, capacity development for ocean data and information management, and the development of targeted products and services for national and regional end users. OIH will mainly focus on improving discoverability and access to existing ocean information, data and knowledge products. The initiative will be geared towards linking and anchor a network of national, regional and thematic nodes that will improve online access to and synthesis of existing global, regional and national data, information and knowledge resources. The initial focus will be on data on: (i) experts and institutions/organizations, (ii) documents, (iii) Spatial data and maps, (iv) research vessels, (v) education and training opportunities, (vi) marine related projects in the region.
	Time
	Activity

	14h00-14h30
	Session 1: SETTING THE STAGE

	
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Welcoming remarks (Prof Kouadio Affian)
· Overview of the Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa: Achievements and Challenges (Mika Odido)
· Introduction to the Ocean Info Hub Project (Lucy Scott)
Discussions

	14h30-15h00
	Session 2: REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF OIH IN AFRICA

	
	· Development of relevant databases: Ocean Observation platforms, marine related projects, institutions/experts databases, documents & best practises, etc. (Chris Kinuthia)
· Portal on training opportunities (Julia Obuya)
· the African Coastal and Marine Atlases  (Mika Odido)
Discussions

	15h00-15h30
	Session 3: MOVING FORWARD

	
	· Discussions – What should a reactivated ODINAFRICA focus on? Lucy Scott
· Linkages with other IOC programmes (Mika Odido)
· Coordination structures and mechanisms 
· Closing (Dr Karim Hilmi)
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