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Promotion of the Campaign " Zero Waste in Our Seas", Allusive to the Celebration of  the June 8 -World Oceans Day
EXECUTORS: ALL WIMAs ( NATIONAL, Provincial & LOCAL )
- Period 06/08/2016 to 25/07/2016 -


PROPOSAL 

The Regional Blue Economy Committee of WIMAFRICA (BEC) presents its best compliments and, following the directives of the President of the Board of our Organization,

We have the honour of hereby inviting all the Sub-Regional / National / Provincial and Local Coordinators of WIMA(s) to promote a campaign in their geographic areas with the following designation:

“Zero Waste in the _____’s (Name of the Country / Province / Locality) Seas”

We propose such a campaign to start simultaneously in all WIMA Member States, on the next World Oceans Day (08 June 2016), lasting throughout the period between this day and the African Day of the Seas and Oceans (25 July 2016). We suggest, the latter to be also locally celebrated by all WIMAs, without prejudice to the continental celebrations, which, we might all recall, are planned to take place in the last week of July, in South Africa, alongside with the Pan African Woman Day.



Background Information 

We may recall that the date of June 8, was first proposed at the World Sustainable Development Conference in 1992, known as Rio + 20, held in the Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro. But it was officially recognized, only in 2008, with the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), of Resolution A / RES / 63/ 111 of 5 December which established the 8th of June as the "World Oceans Day".

Since then, several Countries celebrate this date showing the importance of the oceans as essential to food security, health, survival of any form of life, climate and as an essential element of the biosphere. Detailed information on the theme of this year and previous years celebrations, can be obtained at the official website http://www.worldoceansday.org/.

Later on, in January 2014, the 22nd Ordinary Assembly of the African Union (AU) Assembly specifically declared July 25th as African Day of Seas and Oceans and the decade of 2015-2025, as the Decade of African Seas and Oceans, as a way to seize the opportunity created by the UN to increase global awareness of the challenges facing the international community in its relationship with the oceans.

Thus, it was in this context that on 25th July 2015, the first commemoration of the African Day of Seas and Oceans took place, in Addis Ababa, at the presence of representatives of all African Maritime Community, including WIMAFRICA, whose members, accordingly to its statutes, are individuals and WIMAs from all levels (sub-regional, national, provincial and local). 

This year, people all over the planet are celebrating with the theme “Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet.” Organizations and individuals around the world are promoting prevention of plastic ocean pollution with events in their communities, special announcements, and everything in between!

WIMA’s Celebration Campaign for the World Oceans Day 2016 

On this regard, WIMAFRICA is hereby urging all WIMAs from all levels (sub-regional, national, provincial and local, including individuals) to join efforts in order to combine the national celebrations of the World Oceans Day with commemorations of the African Day of the Seas and Oceans, by launching a wide campaign for cleaner and healthier seas in their own countries / provinces / communities, which would culminate with a big closing event on July 25.

This campaign could be based on the following Terms of Reference and during this period the coastal communities of each WIMA could then be sensitized towards the importance of cleaning their oceans, protecting their marine environment and preserving their own marine resources.


Terms of Reference for WIMA’s Campaign "Zero Waste In Our Seas & Oceans"
1. Location: All the coastal areas of our WIMAS, including the small towns / communities and involving traditional authorities as well as the local populations in a wide cleaning campaign of their own sea;
2. Theme & Designation: Based on the theme set by the United Nations "Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet" this campaign will have be designated "Zero waste in the seas of  … (Name of the Locality)";
3. Objectives: To alert and sensitize coastal populations towards a daily contribution in the mitigation of impacts on the marine environment and the threats to marine life due to waste, especially plastics, which are often abandoned in coastal areas and at sea;
4. Description: (i) Activities that contribute to the promotion of knowledge and sustainable use of local sea, (ii) alerts the public to the harmful effects of marine debris identified as one of the major environmental problems of our time;
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Executors: We propose the national presences of WIMAFRICA (i.e. – the National Coordinators) to take the initiative of ensuring the following (in close cooperation with their WIMAs at all levels - National / Provincial & Local):  

a) To submit a comprehensive proposal to their National and Local Marine and Maritime Administrations; including the national and local agencies responsible for the services of Hydrography, Oceanography, Climatology and Integrated Oceans, in order to,
b) To ensure, in all phases of the celebrations, a joint effort and close cooperation, between all the organizations and agencies that deal with the sea, including public and private sector as well as the general public / community.
c) In order to reach positive, durable and self-sustained results it is of utmost importance the involvement in these celebrations, other sea-related areas such as Education, Science and Technology, Fisheries & Aquaculture, Agriculture, Environment, Information and Communication, Mass Medias (public and private, national and local level), etc.
6. Organization & Planning: Please see here how to organize such an event in your area http://www.worldoceansday.org/organize-an-event/.
WIMAFRICA wishes all WIMAs, a great campaign and happy celebrations of both Days mentioned above.
Regional Blue Economy Committee (BEC)
WIMAFRICA
30/May/2016
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